Dear M. McCrory:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. |In your statenent you discussed the
following itens of interest: (a) a preferred plan of operation
for the Mssouri River; (b) Federal dredging at Pidgeon
I ndustrial Park Harbor; (c) the Menphis Harbor Reeval uation
Study; (d) a 12-foot navigation channel on the M ssi ssi ppi
River; and (e) Section 14 assistance at Menphis Harbor. The
Commi ssi on acknow edges your comments on an i ndependent review
of Corps studies.

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates your conments concerning the
possi bl e i npacts on M ssissippi River resources by flow nanage-
ment alterations to the current Mssouri River Master Water
Control Manual (MRMACM). The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers
Nort hwestern Division (NAD) is responsible for the MRMACM revi ew
and update. NWD and the M ssissippi Valley Division (WMD) are
awar e of concerns about the potential inpacts of various flow
managenent plans on all users and stakehol ders, including water-
borne comrerce interests in the region. The Corps is conducting
an eval uation of flow managenent alteration inpacts on
M ssi ssi ppi River resources. NWD and MVD are working to ensure
that potential inpacts to Mssissippi R ver navigation resulting
froman alternative flow managenent plan for the M ssouri River
Mai nst em Reservoir Systemare nodeled all the way to the Gulf of
Mexi co.

As you may be aware, the MRMACM revi ew and updat e has been
del ayed to enable the Corps to conplete consultation with the
US. Fish and Wldlife Service (FW5) under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act. On Novenber 30, 2000, the FW5 issued a
Final Biological Opinion (BO for the current operation of the
M ssouri River Mainstem Reservoir System the M ssouri River
Bank Stabilization and Navigation project, and the operation of
t he



Kansas River Reservoir System That opinion concluded that
current operations jeopardi ze the continued exi stence of three
endangered or threatened species on the Mssouri River. The NWD
staff is currently preparing a plan addressi ng how the Corps
will inplement the reasonable and prudent alternative contained
in the BO The Corps is coomitted to the devel opnent of a
preferred alternative for the MRMACM revi sion that precludes

j eopardi zi ng the continued exi stence of the endangered or

t hreatened M ssouri River species and supports authorized

proj ect purposes.

NWD antici pates rel ease of a Revised Draft Environnenta
| npact Statement (RDEIS) which includes a preferred fl ow nanage-
ment alternative in August 2001. The RDEIS will be circul ated
for a 6-nonth comrent period, and workshops and public hearings
wi |l be held throughout the M ssouri and M ssissippi River
Basins. As indicated in your statenent, nine governors have
si gned correspondence to the President of the United States
requesting they be fully informed prior to the adoption of a
nodi fi ed master manual. The Corps recogni zes and plans to fully
satisfy the Governor's requests for briefings.

As the National Environnmental Policy Act process continues,
ND, with assistance from WD, will continue to maxim ze public
i nvol venent so that the selected alternative neets the contenpo-
rary needs of the Mssouri River Basin, mnimzes inpacts on
M ssi ssi ppi River resources, and provides a shared vision for
the future of the rivers. The final BOis available on N\D s
website at www. nwd. usace. arny. m |

In regard to Federal maintenance of the new harbor at the
Frank C. Pidgeon Industrial Park, the Comr ssion recogni zes
the Port Comm ssion’s need for adequate facilities to support
addi tional industries. However, additional authorization and
fundi ng woul d be required from Congress for the Corps to dredge
this locally constructed harbor.

The Conmi ssion supports reeval uation of the Menphis Harbor
project to determ ne a nore econom cally feasible and environ-
nmental |y acceptable project. The Conm ssion al so acknow edges
that you give a higher priority to nmai ntenance dredgi ng of the
Pi dgeon I ndustrial Harbor than to the reevaluation study. Wen



funding is nade avail able, the Menphis District will initiate
reeval uation efforts.

The Senate Report to the Fiscal Year 2001 appropriations
bill included | anguage which urged the Corps to evaluate the
current availability of a 12-foot navigation channel and the



feasibility of ensuring a dependable 12-foot navigation channel
on the I ower M ssissippi River below Cairo, Illinois. An engi-
neeri ng anal ysis of existing conditions regardi ng channel depth
on the M ssissippi R ver indicates that between Baton Rouge and
Vi cksburg, a channel depth of 12 feet is available 89 percent

of the time on an annual basis and 66 percent of the time during
August, Septenber, and Cctober. From Vicksburg to Menphis, a
12-foot channel is available 89 percent of the tine annually and
65 percent of the tinme during the August-Cctober period. From
Menphis to Cairo, a 12-foot channel is avail able 89 percent of
the tinme annually and 67 percent of the tinme during the August-
Cctober period. It is probable that as construction of the
Channel | nprovenent project is conpleted over the next 19 years,
the percentage of time that 12-foot navigation channel depths
are available will continue to increase. W wll continue to
noni tor the channel depth of the river and assess the need for
further eval uation.

In regard to applying for assistance under the Section 14,
Continuing Authorities Programfor shoreline protection at the
Menphi s Harbor project, the Comm ssion is aware that a recent
field reconnai ssance to the inpacted areas was conducted by
personnel fromyour office and the Menphis District. The
District's initial assessnment indicates that the contributing
causes/ probl ens for scouring around the drainage facilities
are not eligible for protection under the Secti on 14 program

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Comm ssion. W appreciate receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



